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Jaguar inside stories from two new books
I am always intrigued by motoring 'inside stories', that is, books written by 
people in the industry who were actually deeply involved with the cars or 
projects they are writing about. In Jaguar terms, there have not been very 
many. In fact, if you disregard racing drivers like Duncan Hamilton and Stirling 
Moss (none of whom actually worked for Jaguar full time), up until last year 
the only book which was devoted solely to Jaguar topics, and was written by 
someone who worked there, was our own title on XJ13 (still available from us, 
of course). This was penned by Peter Wilson who was a competitions 
department staff member from 1961 to 1966. But correct me if I have 
forgotten someone else!

Quite recently, however, two excellent books have appeared which both give 
first-hand accounts of how two very important and exciting Jaguars were 
developed. One tells of how Tom Walkinshaw created the all-conquering, ETC-
winning XJ-S, and the other continues a TWR theme by describing how the 
magnificent 200mph+ XJ220 evolved from essentially a static show car to a 
highly effective supercar. We are very pleased to offer these books, which I 
describe below in more detail.

TWR and Jaguar's XJS by Allan Scott
As the springboard for Jaguar's return to motor sport and ultimately Le Mans, 
the foray into the European Touring Car Championship by Tom Walkinshaw 
Racing in the mid-1980s with the XJ-S is highly important. The Championship 
was duly won in 1984 and TWR progressed to building Group C and IMSA cars 
which in turn led to two Le Mans wins and victory in the Daytona 12-hours.

But this book by Allan Scott concentrates on the XJ-S, 
and there are few people better qualified to tell the 
story of how Tom Walkinshaw approached Jaguar's 
then-chairman John Egan in 1981 and put forward his 
proposals. This is because Allan worked for TWR from 
1979 to 1994, chiefly on the engine development side,
and during those years came to know Tom and his 
race team extremely well.

Allan relates how an arrangement was made for TWR 
to field an XJ-S in the 1982 ETC and one of the first 

steps was to carefully examine the Broadspeed XJ12C which used the same 
V12 engine but which so dismally failed in 1976/77. This analysis of the 
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infamous coupé's engine, suspension, transmission and brakes is itself 
revealing, with TWR identifying the brakes as one of the primary reasons why 
the enormously powerful car achieved little. Avoiding these mistakes, plus the 
use of a lot of ingenuity, allowed the XJ-S to compete successfully in the 
European Touring Car Champion from 1982 to 1984. In fact its presence 
benefited all competing manufacturers as without the Jaguars, any BMW or 
Rover victories would have been hollow.

The TWR XJ-S won the 1984 ETC, and Allan Scott goes on to tell in detail how 
it also won the 1985 Bathurst 1000km in Australia (remember the fabulous 
video of this race?). The car's swansong was as late as 1987, when for the 
Wellington 500 in New Zealand in January, Armin Hahne was paired with no 
less than Denny Hulme (former GP and occasional Mk 2 Jaguar driver). They 
didn't finish, but Hahne, co-driving with Tom himself, came second at Pukekohe
on 1 February – the very last official race for a TWR XJ-S.

The final chapter in the book dwells on how the racing project influenced 
Jaguar road cars in the shape of the JaguarSport XJ-S, and describes work on 
developing the TWR-designed 6.0 litre V12 engine which came to feature in the
XJR-S.

All in all, an informative 'I-was-there' examination of a significant period in 
Jaguar's competition history.

Large 10.5 x 8ins format, 320 pages, hardbound. £49.95 POST FREE UK! + 
£8.30 EU, + £18 Rest of World inc. USA. Published by John Douglas Publishing
http://www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk/product_info.php?
products_id=136

Jaguar XJ220 – The Inside Story by Mike Moreton
How Jim Randle's headline grabbing 1988 Motor Show supercar was turned 
from an exotic concept car to a fully viable and practical high-performance 
road car makes for fascinating reading, especially as the tale is told by Mike 
Morton. Mike was selected by Tom Walkinshaw to be XJ220 project manager, 
and so led the team which determined how the show car could be turned into 
road car.

Amongst much else we learn that there was a definite 
prospect at one stage that the XJ220 might have been
re-styled by Peter Stephens (Lotus Elan and XJR-15 
designer), but Jaguar's then styling chief Geoff 
Lawson “put his foot down” and insisted that the 
necessary alterations to accommodate the shorter 
wheelbase which the substitution of the V6 for the 
V12 caused must be handled by Jaguar. Hence the 
talented Keith Helfet managed the necessary changes 
to the body shape which he had originally evolved. 
Abbey Panels, who had made the C- and D-type 

bodies, were retained to produce the car's unique and advanced blend of 
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bonded  'honeycomb' platform and the complex, flowing aluminium outer 
panels.

After a huge effort by all concerned, XJ220 production commenced in the 
spring of 1992 but it is all part of the car's story how a recession caused 
commercial havoc as some deposit holders tried to duck out of their 
responsibilities. Having explained how the car was built at the Bloxham plant, 
the book does not shirk from addressing this subject either.

Whether you admire the XJ220 or consider it an extravagant irrelevance, the 
fact is that it gained Jaguar huge exposure worldwide, and for this reason 
alone it is surely an important car in the Jaguar story.

Large format, 160 pages, hardbound. £24.99 POST FREE UK and EU  + £7.00 
Rest of World. Published by Veloce Publishing.
http://www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk/product_info.php?
products_id=137

Norman Dewis of Jaguar Leather Edition. On special offer at 
only £99!
The book telling the life story of Jaguar's legendary test development engineer 
is now on its fifth printing. Until 30 April we are offering the leather-bound, 
slip-cased version of this book for just £99, against the normal price of 
£150.00. These books will be signed personally by Norman, who is now 92 and
still charging all over the world telling of his experiences with Jaguar. This offer
is valid only until April 30 2013.
http://www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk/product_info.php?
products_id=88

Shipping costs to Europe now reduced!
We are now able to offer a courier service to most European destinations. This 
gives a useful reduction in shipping costs if two or more of our heavier books 
are ordered at the same time. We automatically use this service when 
appropriate, and reduce the amount we take from your card (or make a 
refund). So if previously shipping costs prevented you from ordering, please 
contact us and we will quote what will hopefully be a reduced price.

Not just a box!
Some of you may know that the man who has designed many of our books 
(and I am pleased to say we are often complimented on the way our books are
laid out in terms of attractiveness and readability) is Mike Mattock. But Mike is 
not just a talented designer, he also enjoys working with wood, and his 
speciality is hand-made boxes.
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These are made from such as mahogany, oak, ash, beech, walnut, cedar or 
maple (or a combination of these. The interiors are lined with a suitable fabric 
and can be compartmented. Even the hinges are wood. So far two Jaguar 
designs are available – long-nose D-type, with inset 'lozenge' red/white enamel
badge, or XK 120 with an inset XK 120-style bonnet badge also in enamel. The
box size is approximately 6ins x 3 ½ ins x 2 ½ ins deep.

The Jaguar designs with the enamel badges are £95.00 plus £8.00 P&P UK. If 
you would like another type of Jaguar (or indeed another make) featured on 
the lid, or have other ideas for a lid design, Mike will try and accommodate 
you.  A perfect gift, perhaps, for the Jaguar enthusiast who has everything – 
except one of Mike's boxes!

You can order from us at:
http://www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk/product_info.php?
products_id=138

Or you can contact Mike Mattock direct to discuss specifications etc.  His e-mail
address is mike.mattock@btinternet.com
His Flickr page for previously made boxes:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mike_mattock_photography/sets/721
57632888354806

Norman Dewis at International Jaguar Spares Day, 24 March 
2013
We will as usual have most of our books, plus many other Jaguar-related 
items, at the Spring Spares Day on Sunday, 24 March. Also as usual our stand 
will be in the foyer, next to the cafeteria. I am delighted to say that once again 
Norman Dewis will be with us at various times during the day, when he will be 
pleased to sign books (and anything else!) and talk about the Jaguars he 
tested (and sometimes raced) while he worked for Jaguar between 1952 and 
1985. There are now very few people left who can talk from first-hand 
experience about Jaguars in the 1950s, so why not make it to the Stoneleigh, 
Warwickshire showground this coming Sunday. Thousands of new and used 
Jaguar parts on sale too, at hundreds of stalls, plus lots of Jaguar specialists to
ask advice from.

Stoneleigh Park is not far from the A46 near Coventry, easily accessible from 
the M40, M1 and M6. Gates open to the public at 10am, close 4pm. Visit 
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www.jaguarsparesdays.co.uk for more information.

XK 120 Explored and XK 140 Explored
Both these amazing titles by Bernard Viart continue to attract praise from 
owners, restorers and enthusiasts. See our website for full details and sample 
pages – if you haven't seen them before, you will probably be surprised at the 
incredible detail contained in the plates. These provide an intimate view of how
these XKs were made, and are particularly valuable to anyone who owns a car 
in bits or is undertaking a rebuild.

Visit our website and order using the link below:

http://www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk/

For those living in France, special delivery arrangements for both XK 120 and 
XK 140 Explored have reduced mailing costs to almost the same as within the 
UK. For those living in Australia and New Zealand, most of our books are 
stocked in Western Australia.

Note that for speedier delivery and reduced costs, Welsh Enterprises are 
handling XK 120 and XK 140 Explored for US and Canada residents. Please 
visit http://www.welshent.com/ for full details of how to order the book 
from US/Canada. Welsh Enterprises also have available the leather edition of 
XK 120 Explored which we are virtually sold out of in the UK.

Mike Hawthorn Golden Boy
Although the standard edition of this book recently went out of print, we have 
located a very few leather signed first editions available. These are of course 
new. They cost £150.00 post-free UK, at cost overseas.
http://www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk/product_info.php?
products_id=87

Picture Archive Website
Thanks to the good work and expertise of my colleague Tony Bailey, many 
thousands of my photographs are now on a new website:
http://www.paulskilleterarchive.co.uk/

The images cover over 40 years of motoring, and while the majority are of 
Jaguars, various other makes are included — mostly cars I have owned or 
been associated with. The site is very much a work-in-progress, as pictures are
being added all the time and I have yet to caption many of the various albums 
and individual images. Technically the images are for sale and can be ordered 
now via PayPal for various end uses, but the main objective is to provide 
enjoyable browsing — especially for those who may have been associated with 
the early days of the XK Register which I co-founded in 1967/68.

Plus, there are additional albums from other sources, including many excellent 
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images from Tony Bailey's own collection.

Paul Skilleter
Barton-on-Sea
March 2013
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